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(57) ABSTRACT

A wireless communication apparatus comprises a selection
module to select an application from applications to be run on
the apparatus, a movement information generation module to
generate movement information indicating positional change
of the apparatus by detecting a position of the apparatus, a
target selection module to select a counterpart wireless com-
munication apparatus as a connection target from other appa-
ratuses which are wirelessly connectable with the apparatus
by referring to to a type of the application selected by the
selection module and the movement information generated
by the movement information generation module, and a wire-
less communication module wirelessly transmits data
handled by the application to the counterpart wireless com-
munication apparatus selected by the target selection module.

7 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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WIRELESS COMMUNICATION APPARATUS

This is a continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No.
12/950,980, filed Nov. 19, 2010, currently pending, which is
acontinuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/265,932,
filed Nov. 6, 2008, now abandoned. The entire contents of
these applications are incorporated herein by reference.

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from Japanese Patent Application No. 2007-334740,
filed on Dec. 26, 2007, the entire content of which are incor-
porated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

One embodiment of the present invention relates to a wire-
less communication apparatus.

2. Description of the Related Art

Conventionally, as a wireless communication technology
has been progressed, a wireless communication apparatus
having a wireless communication function on a mobile
device, such as a portable cellular phone, a PDA (Personal
Digital Assistant), and a digital camera, are widely used. The
wireless communication apparatus transmits and receives
content data, such as audio data and video data, by being
wirelessly connected with electronic apparatus such as a per-
sonal computer and a cellular phone.

Among the conventional devices, there is proposed a wire-
less communication apparatus that selects connection inter-
faces in accordance with a positional information about a
position of the wireless communication apparatus. For
example, JP-A-2001-309445 discloses an automatic network
switching system that enables automatic selection and setting
of optimum network connection interfaces when a wireless
communication apparatus is on the move or located at a
location of the movement.

Although the document, JP-A-2001-309445, describes
selecting an optimum network among a plurality of available
networks, no consideration is given to selection of a wireless
communication apparatus to be a counterpart device for
establishing a communication. Therefore, when there are a
plurality of devices serving as a counterpart device of the
wireless communication, the user per se must select the coun-
terpart device as a target of the wireless communication
(hereinafter simply called a “counterpart wireless communi-
cation apparatus” or a “counterpart device”).

Moreover, for example, when the user carries and moves
the wireless communication apparatus, the user must reselect
the counterpart wireless communication apparatus at each
location every time the user moves into another location, and
hence the wireless communication apparatus lacks conve-
nience.

SUMMARY

According to an embodiment of the present invention,
there is provided a wireless communication apparatus includ-
ing: a selection module to select an application program from
application programs to be run on the apparatus; a movement
information generation module to generate movement infor-
mation indicating positional change of the apparatus by
detecting a position of the apparatus; a target selection mod-
ule to select a counterpart wireless communication apparatus
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as a connection target from other apparatuses which are wire-
lessly connectable with the apparatus by referring to a type of
the application selected by the selection module and the
movement information generated by the movement informa-
tion generation module; and a wireless communication mod-
ule to transmit data handled by the application to the coun-
terpart wireless communication apparatus selected by the
target selection module.

According to an embodiment of the present invention,
there is provided a wireless communication apparatus includ-
ing: a storage module to store content data to be handled by
the apparatus; a selection module to select content data from
the content data stored in the storage module; a movement
information generation module to generate movement infor-
mation indicating positional change of the apparatus by
detecting a position of the apparatus; a target selection mod-
ule to select a counterpart wireless communication apparatus
as a connection target from other apparatuses which are wire-
lessly connectable with the apparatus by referring to a type of
the content data selected by the selection module and the
movement information generated by the movement informa-
tion generation module; and a wireless communication mod-
ule to transmit the content data selected by the selection
module to the counterpart wireless communication apparatus
selected by the target selection module.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

A general configuration that implements the various fea-
ture of the invention will now be described with reference to
the drawings. The drawings and the associated descriptions
are provided to illustrate embodiments of the invention and
not to limit the scope of the invention.

FIG. 1 is a view showing an example external view of a
wireless communication apparatus according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a view showing an example configuration of a
system of a mobile terminal serving as the wireless commu-
nication apparatus of the embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a view showing locations where the mobile ter-
minal is to be moved in and external devices registered at the
respective locations.

FIG. 4 is a view showing example information pertaining
to the external devices.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing selection of the external
devices and flow of procedures of wireless connection.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing procedures of position infor-
mation update operation.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing a flow of updating of usage
frequency information about the external devices obtained in
each period of time.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

An embodiment of the present invention will be described
with reference to the accompanying drawings.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, a configuration of a wireless
communication apparatus according to an embodiment of the
present invention will be described. FIG. 1 shows an example
appearance of the wireless communication apparatus. FIG. 2
is a view showing an example system configuration of a
mobile terminal 100 serving as the wireless communication
apparatus.

The mobile terminal 100 (wireless communication appa-
ratus) transmits data handled by an application, such as a
music playback application and an image transfer applica-



US 9,131,066 B2

3

tion, to a plurality of external devices 200 to 700 (counterpart
wireless communication apparatuses).

The mobile terminal 100 has a function of selecting an
external device with which a wireless connection is to be
established from among a plurality of external devices based
on movement information about the mobile terminal 100 and
the type of the selected application. According to the func-
tion, an external device that appropriately processes and out-
puts the data transmitted from the mobile terminal 100 can be
automatically selected without requiring a user to reselect or
reconfigure the external device at each locations, whereby the
user’s convenience is enhanced.

The mobile terminal 100 allows the user to select an appli-
cation installed in the mobile terminal 100 using a display
module 101 and an operation module 102 and transmits data
handled by the selected application to the respective external
devices from the antenna 103 through wireless communica-
tion.

In FIG. 2, a wireless headphone 200, a speaker 300, a
display device 400, a printer 500, a personal computer 600,
and a speaker 700 are shown as examples of the external
devices that are wirelessly connectable to the mobile terminal
100.

The mobile terminal 100 includes a display module 101, an
operation module 102, an antenna 103, a controller 110, a
storage device 120, a position detection module 130, an HDD
(Hard Disk Drive) 140, a wireless communication section
150, and a time detection module 160.

The display module 101 displays a selection screen (not
shown) for allowing the userto select applications installed in
the mobile terminal 100 or content data stored in the HDD
140 to assist an operation input by the user through the opera-
tion module 102. The display module 101 also shows infor-
mation for selecting external devices to the user. The infor-
mation will be described later by referring to FIG. 3.

The operation module 102 is provided with, for example, a
cross key, as ameans for allowing the user to input operations.
The operation module 102 also allows the user to newly
register external devices and to input priority levels of the
respective external devices.

Upon receipt of an instruction from a wireless communi-
cation control program 122, the wireless communication sec-
tion 150 establishes a wireless connection through the
antenna 103 to the external device selected by a method
defined in standards, such as AVRCP (Audio/Video Remote
Control Profile) of Bluetooth, A2DP (Advanced Audio Dis-
tribution Profile), VDP (Video Distribution Profile), BIP (Ba-
sic Imaging Profile), and the like. The wireless communica-
tion section 150 transmits data to be handled by an application
installed in the mobile terminal 100 to the external device.

AVRCP is a profile for implementing a remote control
function of AV (Audio/Video) equipment and used for per-
forming pause, stop, playback start, sound control and other
types of remote control. A2DP is a profile for implementing a
function for distributing high quality audio and used at the
time of transmission of audio data from a transmitter to a
receiver. VDP is a profile for distributing a video and used for
is transmitting video data from the transmitter to the receiver.
BIP is a profile for implementing a function for transferring
an image and used at the time of transfer of image data from
the transmitter to the receiver.

The controller 110 controls the respective functions to
operate in accordance with programs stored in the storage
device 120. The controller 110 controls operation of the
mobile terminal 100 by way of a bus 180.

The storage device 120 stores programs for the respective
applications executed by the controller 110. The storage
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device 120 stores, for example, an operation control program
121 for controlling the mobile terminal 100; a wireless com-
munication control program 122 for controlling the wireless
communication section 150; a connection target information
control program 123 for generating and updating positional
information about external devices serving as the counterpart
device and information about functions that can be processed
and output by the external devices.

In addition to storing the programs for or various applica-
tions, the storage device 120 stores: connection target infor-
mation 124 pertaining to the plurality of external devices
generated and updated by the connection target information
control program 123; and usage frequency information 125
that is generated from time detected by the time detection
module 160 and that is obtained in each period of time in a
predetermined location. The connection target information
control program 123 and the usage frequency information
125 for each period of time will be described in detail by
referring to FIGS. 3 and 7.

The position detection module 130 detects the current posi-
tion of the mobile terminal 100 by use of information
acquired from a GPS (Global Positioning System) and a base
station, thereby generating movement information.

Movement information referred to in the description
means information indicating a change in current position of
the mobile terminal 100. The position detection module 130
periodically detects the current position of the mobile termi-
nal 100 under control of the controller 110 and continually
generates movement information. Further, the current posi-
tion of the mobile terminal 100 detected by the position
detection module 130 is indicated by three-dimensional coor-
dinates representing, for example, latitude, longitude, and
altitude. However, the current position is not limited to the
coordinates. The position detection module 130 may be con-
figured to detect and output the current position of the mobile
terminal 100 by any method other than that described above.

The time detection module 160 detects a usage start time
and a usage end time of the external device from a built-in
wave clock (not shown), or the like, thereby measures a
period of time during which the external device is used.

Further, the mobile terminal 100 transmits, as data to be
processed and output by the external device, data to be
handled by an application selected by the mobile terminal
100, such as a music playback application and an image
transfer application. As long as the data are data that can be
transmitted through wireless communication, image data and
print data, such as an address book and a photograph, may
also be transmitted in conformance with a processing func-
tion or output function of each of the external devices.

Accordingly, the essential requirement for the external
device of the present embodiment is to have a wireless com-
munication function of establishing wireless connection with
the mobile terminal 100 and a function of processing and
outputting data transmitted from the mobile terminal 100. In
the embodiment, the mobile terminal 100 selects an external
device and establishes wireless connection with the device.
However, the external device may also transmit a connection
request to the mobile terminal 100.

The present embodiment is based on the assumption that
the user operates to transmit data pertaining to an application
processed by the mobile terminal 100. However, the present
invention is not limited to the embodiment. There may also be
adopted an embodiment in which the user directly selects
content data stored in the mobile terminal 100, such as audio
data and image data, and in which an external device that
appropriately plays back the content data is selected.
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Information about selection of an external device of the
present embodiment will now be described by reference to
FIGS. 3 and 4. FIG. 3 is a view showing locations of the
mobile terminal 100 of the present embodiment and external
devices registered in the respective locations.

The mobile terminal 100 performs a search around the
mobile terminal 100 through use of, for example, an Inquiry
function defined in a Bluetooth standard, a search for a ser-
vice belonging to the external device (which is synonymous
with an application of the embodiment) by means of a method
determined by SDAP (Service Discovery Application Profile)
of'the Bluetooth standard, or recognizes an output device that
can be connected to the mobile terminal 100 by allowing the
user to input information for identifying the service provided
by the respective external devices, to thus register informa-
tion about the external device as connection target informa-
tion 124.

In the present embodiment, positional information about
the external device is generated from the position of the
mobile terminal 100 detected by the position detection mod-
ule 130 at the time of registration of the external device, and
the thus-generated information is registered while being
included in the connection target information 124. Accord-
ingly, the mobile terminal 100 refers to the positional infor-
mation about the external device from the connection target
information 124 registered in the past, thereby enabling selec-
tion of an external device that appropriately processes and
outputs data transmitted at the respective locations.

Positional information about an external device of the
present embodiment is set, as a space including an entire
range where wireless connection is possible (e.g., a range of
about 10-meter radius for class 2 Bluetooth standard), around
a coordinate position of the mobile terminal 100 detected by
the position detection module 130 at the time of performance
of registration.

For example, when a coordinate position (a latitude, a
longitude, and an altitude) of the mobile terminal 100
detected when registration is performed at the location A
shown in FIG. 3 is a value of (x1, y1, z1), positional infor-
mation about the respective external devices registered in the
location A corresponds to a space that concentrically spreads
from the coordinate (x1, y1, z1) and where wireless connec-
tion is feasible.

For example, in an example of external devices registered
at respective locations shown in FIG. 3, a speaker 300 and a
display device 400 are present as connectable external
devices in the location A. A printer 500, a personal computer
600, and a speaker 700 are present as connectable external
devices in a location B.

Specifically, positional information belonging to the
speaker 300 and the display device 400 registered in the
mobile terminal 100 pertain to the location A, respectively.
Positional information belonging to the printer 500, the per-
sonal computer 600, and the speaker 700 pertain to the loca-
tion B, respectively.

A device that is not set at a specific position and that is used
while being carried by a user; as for example, a wireless
headphone 200, is included in the external devices. However,
in the present embodiment, the external devices are assumed
to be registered after being set so as not to have specific
positional information (referred to also as free setting).

FIG. 4 is a view showing an example of information about
the external devices of the present embodiment. FIG. 4 shows
names of external devices serving as target connections for
the respective external devices 200 to 700; BD (Bluetooth

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

Device) addresses, the types of applications, positional infor-
mation, usage frequency, and priority levels of the external
devices.

Names of the external devices serving as connection tar-
gets are designations of the devices, such as the display device
400 and the speaker 300, and the names are displayed in the
display module 101 when the user directly designates the
external device. The BD address of the external device is a
value unique to Bluetooth equipment and used when the
mobile terminal 100 specifies an external device. The type of
an application shows the type of an application; for example,
an image transfer application and a music playback applica-
tion, which can be processed by an output device. Usage
frequency corresponds to frequency determined from the
number of times the external device was used in the past and
hours during which the external device was used. In the
present embodiment, usage frequency is indicated by three
levels; namely, high frequency, medium frequency, and low
frequency. Priority levels correspond to values showing pri-
ority levels of respective external devices set by the user. In
the present embodiment, the priority levels are provided in
three steps; namely, a high priority level, a medium priority
level, and a low priority level. In the present embodiment, the
same priority level is not set for external devices having the
same positional information and the same processing-output
functions. Since positional information is the same as that
described by reference to FIG. 3, its explanation is omitted.

In the present embodiment, for example, when an input of
a command for transmitting data to be handled by a selected
application to an external device is received or when there is
instructed execution of an application that is configured so as
to automatically transmit data to an external device when
executed, an external device is selected on the basis of the
type of an application and movement information about the
mobile terminal 100 generated by the position detection mod-
ule 130.

For example, when a selected application corresponds to
an image transfer application and when the location of the
mobile terminal 100 detected by the position detection mod-
ule 130 is in the location A, a candidate for connection target
that has positional information about the location A among
the external devices registered in the mobile terminal 100 and
that can perform processing conforming to the image transfer
application is only the display device 400 as shown in FIG. 4.
Therefore, the display 400 is selected as an external device
serving as a connection target.

In the present embodiment, when a plurality of external
devices that are candidates for connection selected on the
basis of the type of an application and movement information
about the mobile terminal 100 are present, further selection is
conducted on the basis of a priority level and usage frequency.

For example, the type of an application selected by the
operation module 102 is a music playback application and
when the location of the mobile terminal 100 detected by the
position detection module 130 is the location B, two external
devices; namely, the speaker 700 that has positional informa-
tion about the location B and that can perform processing
conforming to the music playback application and the wire-
less headphone 200 that can perform processing conforming
to the music playback application and whose positional infor-
mation is registered as being free setting, are mentioned as
candidates among the external devices registered in the
mobile terminal 100.

Accordingly, in order to select one external device, further
selection is performed on the basis of the priority levels and
use frequencies of the respective external devices. As shown
in FIG. 4, in relation to the usage frequency and priority level
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of'the speaker 700 and the usage frequency and priority level
of the wireless headphone 200, the usage frequency and pri-
ority level of the wireless headphone 200 are registered as
being set to higher values. The wireless headphone 200 is
selected as a connection target for the mobile terminal 100.

When one external device is not selected on the basis is of
a priority level and usage frequency, the user inputs a selec-
tion or registers a new priority level through the operation
module 102.

FIGS. 3 and 4 show a case where an external device is
selected on the basis of the type of data handled by an appli-
cation selected by the user and movement information about
the mobile terminal 100. However, the invention is not limited
to the embodiment. In the present embodiment, an external
device may also be selected on the basis of the type of content
data selected by the user, such as video data and audio data,
and movement information about the mobile terminal 100.

In relation to the case of selection of an external device on
the basis of the type of content data, there may be employed
with a method for making a selection after ascertaining
whether or not a function for decompressing content data
encoded and compressed by; for example, the MPEG
scheme, and playing back the decompressed content data, and
a function that enables processing or outputting of content
data transmitted from a mobile terminal are provided.

Selection of an external device and flow of wireless con-
nection procedures of the present embodiment will now be
described by reference to FIG. 5. FIG. 5 is a flowchart show-
ing selection of an external device and flow of wireless con-
nection procedures of the present embodiment. It is assumed
that the user selects an application.

In the mobile terminal 100 of the present embodiment,
when the operation module 102 accepts an operation input,
the controller 110 determines whether or not the operation
input is a command for selecting an application, such as a
music playback application and an image transfer applica-
tion, and transmitting data to be handled by the application to
an external device (step S101). When the operation input
performed at this time is not a command for transmitting data
to be handled by the application to an external device (No in
step S101), the controller 110 returns processing to step S101.

When the operation input performed in step S101 is a
command for transmitting data to be handled by the selected
application to an external device (Yes in step S101), the
controller 110 searches an external device capable of process-
ing and outputting data to be handled by the application from
the connection target information 124 on the basis of the type
of the application selected by the user (step S102).

Next, the controller 110 controls the position detection
module 130 to detect the current position of the mobile ter-
minal 100, thereby generating movement information (step
S103). On the basis of the movement information about the
mobile terminal 100 generated by the position detection mod-
ule 130, the controller 110 selects an external device appro-
priate at a location from among the external devices that can
process and output data to be handled by an application and
that have been searched in step S102 (step S104).

When an external device is selected in step S104, the con-
troller 110 initiates a wireless connection with the external
device (step S105). The controller 110 determines whether or
not a wireless connection with the external device has become
successful (step S106). When the wireless connection is suc-
cessful (Yes in step S106), processing is completed.

When the controller 110 determines, in step S106, that the
wireless connection ended in a failure (No in step S106), the
controller 110 deems the selected external device as being

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

unusable and searches another external device which will be
another candidate for connection from the connection target
information 124 (step S107).

When another external device can be found through pro-
cessing pertaining to step S107 (Yes in step S107), the con-
troller 110 returns processing to step S105 and initiates a
wireless connection with the found external device. When
another external device cannot be found (No in step S107),
processing is completed.

Positional information update flow for updating positional
information about an external device registered in the mobile
terminal 100 will now be described by reference to FIG. 6.
FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing procedures of positional infor-
mation update operation of the present embodiment.

While remaining in wireless connection with the external
device, the controller 110 controls the position detection
module 130 to generate movement information about the
mobile terminal 100 (step S201). On the basis of the move-
ment information generated by the position detection module
130, the controller 110 determines whether or not the mobile
terminal 100 has moved (step S202).

When determined that the mobile terminal 100 has moved
(Yes in step S202), the controller 110 next determines
whether or not the mobile terminal 100 is on the continual
movement without staying in a predetermined location and
whether or not the wireless connection with the external
devices is still maintained; namely, whether or not the mobile
terminal is using the external device while on the movement
(step S203). When the mobile terminal 100 is determined not
to be on the movement in step S202 (No in step S202), the
controller 110 proceeds to processing pertaining to step S206.

When the positional information about the mobile terminal
100 shows continual movement without staying at a prede-
termined position and when the wireless connection with the
external device is maintained; namely, when the mobile ter-
minal 100 is using the external device while on the movement
(Yes in step S203), the controller 110 updates, as a free
setting, the positional information about the external device
stored in the connection target information 124 (step S204)
and proceeds to processing pertaining to step S206.

When the mobile terminal 100 stays at a predetermined
position after movement in step S203 and when the wireless
connection with the external device is maintained; namely,
when the mobile terminal 100 is using the external device in
a space outside the registered space (No in step S203), the
controller 110 newly generates positional information about
the external device from the current position of the mobile
terminal 100 that the position detection module 130 was
caused to detect; updates the connection target information
124 (step S205); and proceeds to processing pertaining to the
step S206.

Next, the controller 110 determines whether or not the
wireless connection with the external device is disconnected
(step S206). It is assumed that the controller 110 has searched,
from the connection target information 124, another external
device which appropriately processes and outputs data
handled by the application selected ata location and switched
the wireless connection and that the user has disconnected the
wireless connection by way of the display module 101.

When determined that the wireless connection with the
external device is not yet disconnected (No in step S206), the
controller 110 returns to processing pertaining to step S101.
When determined that the wireless connection with the exter-
nal device is disconnected (Yes in step S206), the controller
110 updates usage frequency information about the external
device registered in the connection target information 124
(step S207) and terminates processing.
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In the above description, a case where registration infor-
mation, such as positional information and usage frequency
information, about the external device is updated in associa-
tion with a change in the positional information about the
mobile terminal 100 is described. However, in the present
embodiment, the mobile terminal 100 also has a function for
updating the usage frequency information 125 about a prede-
termined location in each period of time in association with a
change in time. In the present embodiment, an external device
that appropriately processes and outputs data to be handled by
a selected application can be selected, by means of the above
function, for each period of time even in a single predeter-
mined location, and a wireless connection can be switched.

The usage frequency information 125 obtained in each
period of time in the present embodiment is information
showing, in the respective spaces registered in the mobile
terminal 100, use frequencies of the respective external
devices in; for example, each predetermined period of time
and includes an average time when use of each of the external
devices is started and an average time when use of each of the
external devices is completed.

A function of updating the usage frequency information
125 about the external devices of the present embodiment
obtained in each period of time will be described hereunder
by reference to FIG. 7. FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing a flow of
updating of the usage frequency information 125 about the
external devices of the present embodiment obtained in each
period of time.

After selection of the external device described by refer-
ence to FIG. 5 and initiation of wireless connection, the
controller 110 controls the time detection module 160 to
detect a time at which use of the external device is started
(step S301). Next, in a state where a wireless connection is
established with the external device, the controller 110 con-
trols the position detection module 130 to generate movement
information about the mobile terminal 100 (step S302).

The controller 110 determines from the movement infor-
mation generated in step S302 whether or not the mobile
terminal 100 has moved from the predetermined location
(step S303). When the mobile terminal 100 is determined to
have moved from the predetermined location (Yes in step
S303), the controller 110 proceeds to processing pertaining to
step S306.

When the mobile terminal 100 is determined not to have
moved from the predetermined location in step S202 (No in
step S303), it is determined whether or not the wireless con-
nection with the external devices is disconnected (step S304).

When the controller 110 determines in step S304 that the
wireless connection with the external devices is not discon-
nected (No in step S304), the controller 110 proceeds to
processing pertaining to step S302, where ascertainment of
movement information is iterated.

When the wireless connection with the external devices is
determined to be disconnected in step S304 (Yes in step
S304), the controller 110 controls the time detection module
160 to detect a time at which the mobile terminal has moved
from the predetermined location or a time when use of the
external devices is completed (step S305).

When processing pertaining to step S305 is completed, the
controller 110 updates the usage frequency information 125
obtained in each period of time within the predetermined
location stored in the storage device 120 (step S306) and
completes processing.

As mentioned above, according to the present embodi-
ment, an external device capable of appropriately processing
and outputting data handled by a selected application at a
location can be selected without involvement of operation for
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selecting a device to be connected and a change setting opera-
tion, which has hitherto been performed by the user in asso-
ciation with movement of the mobile terminal 100, where-
upon user’s convenience is enhanced. Moreover, in the
present embodiment, there can be selected an external device
capable of appropriately processing and outputting data
handled by an application that is selected on the basis of the
usage frequency information represented by the number of
times external devices were used and times during which the
external devices were used as well as of the priority level of
the external devices set by the user.

According to the present embodiment, the priority level of
the external device can be input through the operation module
102. Hence, standards for selecting the external devices can
be setin accordance with the user’s preference. Further, in the
present embodiment, registration information about the
external devices is updated in accordance with a change in the
space where the mobile terminal 100 of the present embodi-
ment is situated and a change in the time. Hence, an external
device capable of appropriately processing and outputting
data handled by an application selected in accordance with a
change in use conditions of the mobile terminal 100 can be
selected.

In the present embodiment, when a wireless connection
with the selected external device could not be established or
when use of the selected external devices is impossible, the
next candidate capable of appropriately processing and out-
putting data handled by a selected application is searched, and
establishment of a wireless connection with the thus-searched
candidate can be initiated.

In the present embodiment, there can be selected an output
device capable of appropriately processing and outputting
content data selected by the user, in accordance with the type
of the content data.

Moreover, in the present embodiment, the wireless com-
munication apparatus has a function for establishing a wire-
less connection in response to a request from an external
device. Hence, the mobile terminal 100 can be activated from
the external device.

The present invention is not limited to the embodiment
described above, and the present invention may be embodied
by varying the constituent elements within a scope not depart-
ing from a gist thereof in the implementing stage. Also, vari-
ous modifications of the embodiment can be achieved by
using an appropriate combination of a plurality of constituent
elements disclosed in the embodiment. For example, some
elements and components may be omitted from the configu-
ration described in the embodiment. In addition, the constitu-
ent elements may be combined appropriately throughout dif-
ferent embodiments.

What is claimed is:

1. A digital audio player device, comprising:

a location detection module configured to receive a posi-
tional signal and output positional information for deter-
mining a positional location of the digital audio player;

awireless communication module configured to establish a
wireless connection with an external audio output
device;

a storage configured to store audio data and an audio play-
back application program;

auser interface configured to receive input from a user; and

a processor configured to:
run the audio playback application program;
determine the positional location of the digital audio

player based on the positional information;
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allow the user to preset a combination of a condition and
an action to be taken if the condition is satisfied;

determine whether the condition is satisfied;

control the wireless communication module to execute
the action if determined that the condition is satisfied;
and

control the wireless communication module to start
establishing the wireless connection with the external
audio output device and to transmit the audio data to
the external audio output device if determined that a
first condition is satisfied, the first condition being
that the positional location is within a preset first
location and that the audio playback application pro-
gram is currently running.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the processor is config-
ured to control the wireless communication module to termi-
nate transmitting the audio data to the external audio output
device and to terminate the wireless connection with the
external audio output device if determined that a second con-
dition is satisfied, the second condition being that the posi-
tional location is changed to move out from a preset first
location and that the audio playback application program is
currently running.
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3. The device of claim 1, wherein the processor determines
whether the condition is satisfied if determined that the posi-
tional location is changed to be within one area from another
area.

4. The device of claim 1, wherein the processor determines
whether the condition is satisfied if determined that the user
interface received input from the user to select one of the
multiple application programs to start running.

5. The device of claim 1, wherein the wireless communi-
cation module is configured to establish the wireless connec-
tion of a Bluetooth standard.

6. The device of claim 5, wherein the wireless communi-
cation module is configured to establish the wireless connec-
tion of an A2DP profile of the Bluetooth standard.

7. The device of claim 1, wherein the wireless communi-
cationmodule is configured to establish a wireless connection
with multiple external audio output devices including a first
external audio output device and a second external audio
output device, and

wherein the processor controls the wireless communica-

tion module to establish the wireless connection with the
second external audio output device if the wireless com-
munication module fails to establish the wireless con-
nection with the first external audio output device.

#* #* #* #* #*



